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many of them with practical knowledge of administxation in India, but before
doing so let me express my gratitude to you, Sir, for having so very frankly put
before us to-night the general views of your Association on the report. I was very
glad to hear your statement that, to use your own words, the scheme embodied in
the Report is satisfactory, that the recommendations of the Report form a reason-
able basis on which to frame the Act which will give to India her new constitution,
a constitution which will achieve a notable step towards the ultimate goal which is
envisaged in the Preamble to the Act of 1919, Responsible Government of British
India as an integral part of the British Empire. Thia, I assure you, is a most
heartening and encouraging; statement to the Government of India and to His
Majesty's Government at Home. You were equally frank in telling us that you.
were still very critical of the Report on certain matters which you have referred to
and that you proposed at the proper time to press your views before Parliament,
which of course you are perfectly justified in doing. I am sure you would agree
that this is not the time or place for me to follow you in a discussion on the
points you have raised, for it might lead to, I am sure, a very friendly but at the
same time a somewhat lengthy exchange of views which might have found rather
tedious by this distinguished company. No, Sir, my remarks to-night will refer
little to the details, for I wish to express my general views on the main proposals
that the Report contains and how I consider they will affect all classes and condi-
tions of people who live and work in this country.

"We are approaching, I hope, the end of the prolonged discussions on the future
government of ladia and although much work still remains to be done, His Majesty's
Government are determined to do all that is in their power to ensure that there
will be no undue delay in passing into law the Bill which will shortly be laid
before the House of Commons, while I and my Government out here in India will
push on with all the measures which are necessary preliminaries to the inaugura-
tion of the new constitution. A Bill of this magnitude and importance must
necessarily be subject to most careful and detailed consideration by Parliament and
it is a matter of the greatest satisfaction that as the result of the recent debates in
both Houses, a large majority of members accepted the advice of these British
statesmen, who, after the closest consultation with representatives of public opinion
in this country, have embodied their conclusions in that historical document, the
Report of the Joint Parliamentary Committee.

EXTREME VIEWS

As is inevitable in all political controversies, extreme views have been expressed*
On the one hand we have in India those who, paying little attention to history,
appear at times to be oblivious of the fact that it is, as a result of co-operation bet-
ween Britain and India, that India has arisen to the position which she now enjoys.
They have advocated a severance with the past and have adopted the policy of
complete independence. In pursuit of that policy they have at times followed the
most unconstitutional methods, but the methods of boycott, non-co-operation and
civil disobedience have now been given up, I trust finally, and I welcome the return
to the Central Legislature of the representatives of the Congress Party, who have
been successful at the recent election, for, closer association with the Government
and with its problems and difficulties will, I hope, make them realise that all of us,
whatever our political views or whatever our position, are equally eager for the
advancement of this great country to its promised goal,

At the other extreme there are those who, while not advocating any repudiation of
the ideal set out in 1919 of the progressive realisation of Responsible Government
in British India as an integral part of the Empire, are apprehensive that progress is
too rapid and that the advancement which is now proposed will not result in the
good government of the country nor conduce to the strength and prosperity of the
Empire. Those who hold these views seem to have their eyes too much focussed
on the past and to overlook the developments of the last quarter of a century and
the growth during that period of a great spirit of nationalism in India.

Between these two extreme views it is my confident belief that a large majority
of public opinion, both in this country and in my own, while for different reasons
they may not agree with these proposals in their entirety, are ready to support
them in the belief that they are a fair, just and well-balanced effort to deal with the
manifold difficulties and intricate questions that constitutional reforms in India
necessarily involve,